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On Monday afternoon,
when the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration au-
thorized the Pfizer CO-
VID-19 vaccine for emer-
gency use in kids 12 to 15
years old, Houston resident
Marla Huseman Grace was

already fumbling for the
phone to dial her 15-year-
old son’s pediatrician.

For Grace, whose son
has underlying medical
conditions, the news was a
beacon of hope.

“Because he has somany
underlying concerns and
because COVID is so new,
we had no idea how it

would present in him,” she
said. “We didn’t want to
find out.”

Her son is one of about 17
million Americans who are
newly eligible to receive the
vaccine, adding 5.7 percent
of the nation’s population
to the eligibility pool, as
vaccination rates slow
among the nation’s adults.

“Today’s action allows
for a younger population to
be protected from CO-
VID-19, bringing us closer to

returning to a sense of nor-
malcy and to ending the
pandemic,” said Dr. Janet
Woodcock, acting FDA
commissioner. “Parents
and guardians can rest as-
sured that the agency un-
dertook a rigorous and
thorough reviewof all avail-
able data, as we have with
all of our COVID-19 vaccine
emergency use authoriza-
tions.”

Pfizer officials said teen
trial participants produced

strong antibody responses.
Researchers found that

youth ages 12 to 15 experi-
enced similar side effects to
adults, including sorearms,
fatigue, headache, chills
and fever. Side effects were
reported more often after
the second Pfizer dose, ac-
cording to the data.

In Texas, where more
than a quarter of the popu-
lation is under 18, Pfizer’s
new authorization could go
a long way in boosting vac-

cination numbers. The vac-
cine manufacturer started
aclinical trial for kidsunder
12 last month at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine.

Houston’s vaccine sites
are already preparing for
the influx of interested fam-
ilies. Memorial Hermann
opened registration for
children between ages 12
and 15 on Monday and said
children must be accompa-
nied by a parent or

Pfizer vaccine approved for kids ages 12 to 15
FDA’s action opens up eligibility to
17M adolescents, 5.7% of population

By GwendolynWu
STAFF WRITER

Vaccine continues on A8

Seattle has the Pike Place
Market. San Francisco has
the Ferry Building. New York
has Chelsea Market.

And Houston? Todd Ma-
son, founding partner of the
investment company MLB
Capital Partners, hopes that
the Houston Farmers Mar-
ket, an 18-acre open-air affair
dating back to 1942, will soon
be the same for the Bayou
City. He envisions it as more
than a place with a devoted
regional following for its
fresh fruits, nuts and spices,
but also a destination. A
place where Houstonians

take out-of-town family and
the city’s chambers of com-
merce show off as they make
the case for businesses to re-
locate to the city.

“I want this to be such an
iconic thing that everyone
comes to see it,” Mason said.

The newly revamped
Houston Farmers Market, in
the northeastern corner of
the Heights at 2520 Airline
Dr., completed construction
in April, roughly doubling its
amount of retail market
space. Vendors, who spent
the months the market was
under construction operat-
ing out of tents, have already
moved in, and high-profile
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Lina Bonilla picks out celery for a customer at the recently revamped Houston Farmers Market on Monday.

Revamped Houston Farmers Market
opens with national aspirations

By R.A. Schuetz
STAFF WRITER

Market continues on A8
Shoppers walk through the aisles at the Houston
Farmers Market, at 2520 Airline Dr. in the Heights.

WASHINGTON — The ransomware at-
tack on the East Coast’s Colonial Pipeline
has raised the prospect of increased gov-
ernment oversight of cybersecurity in the
U.S. energy sector, amid questions of the
vulnerability of a loosely regulated net-
work of pipelines, oilwells andother infra-
structure to sophisticated cybercriminals.

The energy industry, centered in Texas,
is critical to keeping cars and trucks mov-
ing and power plants running. But compa-
nies’ cybersecurity measures are uneven,
experts said.While thebiggest companies,
such as Exxon Mobil or the Houston pipe-
line giant Kinder Morgan, tend to be well-
protected, small and midsize firms have
less sophisticated defenses, providing en-
ticing targets for hackers.

“If you’re handling a lot of product and
youhave a lot of cash flow, the expectation
would be you’re going to spend on cyber-
security, but not everyone is at the same
strategic level as an organization like Ex-

Cyberattack
on pipeline is
wake-up call
for industry
After Colonial hack, sector
faces government scrutiny

By James Osborne
STAFF WRITER

Pipeline continues on A8

The weekend sighting of a
tiger loungingon the lawnof a
west Houston home left
neighborsbewilderedandau-
thorities searching for the big
cat on Monday, all while in-
vestigators considered the
possibility that the apex pred-
ator was connected to an ex-
otic animal ring.

The alarming find Sunday
evening revealed two things
to residents in the 1100 block
of IvyWall Drive: Their neigh-
bor, Victor Hugo Cuevas, was

out on bond in a 2017 murder
case inFortBendCounty, and
police believe he had been
looking after the animal in the
backyard of a home he rent-
ed. Keeping an exotic animal,
such as a tiger, violates city
code, police said.

Authorities entered the En-
ergy Corridor-area rental
Monday and found an empty
house. No other animals
could be found. The tiger had
been sleeping inside, but au-
thorities found a spacious en-
closure outside. Houston Po-
lice Department Cmdr. Ron
Borza surmised the tiger had

Police eye animal ring in search for tiger
Man who fled neighborhood with big cat arrested on evasion charge, attorney says

By Nicole Hensley
and Julian Gill
STAFF WRITERS

Tiger continues on A9

OnScene TV

A resident of a west Houston neighborhood on Sunday
night reported a loose Bengal tiger lying in a front yard.

Twomenkilled in lastmonth’s fieryTesla
crash in Springwere in the front seats of the
car moments before the wreck, according
to federal investigators, whose preliminary
report appears to contradict earlier police
accounts.

In the two-page report releasedMonday,
the National Transportation Safety Board
said the crash occurred less than 600 feet
fromwhere Dr. William Varner, 59, and Ev-
erette Talbot, 69, began their trip in Var-
ner’s driveway. NTSB officials said security
camera footage from Varner’s residence
shows him getting into the driver’s seat and
Talbot getting in the front passenger seat.

Both were killed in the April 17 crash of
the 2019 Model S, which took firefighters
hours to extinguish because the car’s bat-
tery reignited several times.

Where Varner was when the crash hap-
pened is a point of contention between lo-
cal crash investigators andTesla officials. In
the days after the crash, Harris County Pre-
cinct4ConstableMarkHermansaid investi-
gators were confident no one was in the
driver’s seat.

NTSB raises
doubts Tesla
in crash used
the autopilot
Owner was in driver’s seat
before wreck, report says

By Dug Begley
STAFF WRITER

Tesla continues on A9
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restaurants, including Crawfish
and Noodles and a casual con-
cept by James Beard award-win-
ning chef Chris Shepherd, are set
to open this fall in newly con-
structed buildings flanking the
open breezeway where produce
and plants are being sold.

The passage channels a gentle
wind through the space when
there is one, while giant over-
head fans cool the space when
there is not. The heavy sweetness
ofmangoes andwarmth of cinna-
mon and chiles waft up from the
stalls.

On a recent Monday, shoppers
wound their way through the
food stalls that had already
opened.

“I love it,” said Zuli Diaz of the
changes as she purchased avoca-
dos, chiles de árbol, poblanos
and spiced chickpeas to bring
home with her to New Orleans.
She started coming to the Hous-
ton Farmers Market two decades
agowhen she livedhere; now, she
visits whenever she’s in town.
She appreciated that the new
structures provided shelter from
the weather. “If it was raining be-
fore, it was just a tarp.”

Augustine Ayala, whohas been
buying nuts and Texas watermel-
ons at the market for 30 years,
was still on the fence. He said the
new market was well-designed
but so big that he didn’t know
howhe could carry awatermelon
to his car if he was parked on the
far end. “I’llwait and see,” he said
when asked if the market would
become part of his regular rou-
tine once more.

The 18-wheeler trucks that
once pulled up wherever there
was space and sold produce out
of their trailers have been relegat-
ed to a side lot where the public
does not have access; now the
back of the property opens up to
a lawnwhere themarketwill hold
classes with chefs and small con-
certs. Next to it, patio seating
leads the way to Wild Oats, a full-
service restaurant by Nick Fine,
culinary director of Shepherd’s

restaurant group, Underbelly
Hospitality (of which Mason is a
co-managing member). The res-
taurant and other tenants spaces
that need to be built out are ex-
pected to open in the fall.

Mason first encountered the
market as an 11-year-old in 1975,
when the enormous watermel-
ons, fresh sugar caneandnopales

made a lasting impression onhim
— “I had never seen that,” he re-
called. Starting in 2004, he tried
to help the Metropolitan Transit
Authority find a way to better
connect it to public transporta-
tion; though the market was nev-
er connected to the city’s light
rail, he began imagining what the
market could be. And when the

market, privately owned by the
families of the farmers who first
started it, had a change in leader-
ship, he lobbied for two years for
a meeting to discuss a purchase.
He believes the corporation
chose to sell it to him because he
was the only buyer who would
keep it a farmers market.

“It’s hard to believe, finally,
that it’s here,” Mason said about
the project.

So far, 70percent of themarket
has been leased. While inquiries
about space, which paused at the
start of the pandemic, have re-
bounded, Mason said he was be-
ing intentional about curating a
roster of tenants that would sell
foods from cultures from around
the world.

“This isHouston,” he said. “We
want something for everybody.”

A general store in front will be
able to sell local goods, such as
honey and jams, from businesses
without the staff to run a booth of
their own. A local butcher, RC
Ranch, and local egg farmer, the
EggHouse, aremoving into store-
fronts, and Mason said he’d love

to be able to find a bakery or fish-
monger to round out the offer-
ings.

Many of the vendors at the
market are longtime tenants,
though themarket’smost famous
tenant, Canino’s, closed in early
2020 after declining sales. Ada
Orellana, whose family runs a
farm that grows the produce she
sells, said she liked the new mar-
ket butnoted that rentshad risen.
During the three years when the
market was under construction,
rents were heavily discounted.
That discount has disappeared
now that construction is over,
and rents have increased to mar-
ket rates that are higher than they
were before construction be-
cause of the improved facilities
and added services.

Property values throughout
the area, just north of Woodland
Heights, are on the rise, in a sign
of how quickly the community
has been changing. Around the
market, townhomes are quickly
being built, with one gated com-
munity advertising prices start-
ing in the $300,000s. In 2019, ac-
cording to Census estimates, the
median value in the neighbor-
hood for a homewith amortgage
was $405,700, up 35 percent
from two years before.

A few blocks away from the
renovated Houston Farmers Mar-
ket, Maria Rosales, who has lived
in her home for 26 years, said she
appreciated some of the changes
more than others.

The new farmers market, she
said, “is for the better” — she likes
that it is more sheltered from the
elements and believed that
would help keep the food more
fresh. Aside from the town-
homes, she thinks recent invest-
ments in the neighborhood have
improved its appearance.

“But of course,” she added, “if
it looks better, the property val-
ues are going to be higher and
higher.” She counted herself
among the lucky — since she’s
over 65 years old, she qualifies
for a senior exemption that limits
the impact on her finances.

rebecca.schuetz@chron.com;
twitter.com/raschuetz
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Martin Hernandez works in the Manzano Produce booth at the Houston Farmers Market on
Monday. Construction on the revamped site is finished and vendors have begun moving in.

The farmers market completed construction in April, roughly
doubling its amount of retail market space.

xon or Chevron,” said Charles
McConnell, a former U.S. assis-
tant energy secretary now at the
University of Houston. “The
question you have to ask is, ‘Does
the federal government need to
step in to protect the folks that
can’t protect themselves?’ ”

That question is particularly
relevant inHouston and along the
Gulf Coast, home to thousands of
miles of pipelines and one of the
world’s biggest concentrations of
oil refiners, chemical makers and
liquefied natural gas exporters.

Colonial, a joint venture be-
tween energy and investments
firms including Koch Industries,
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts and Roy-
al Dutch Shell, said Friday that
hackers broke into its computer
network and threatened to delete
critical customer data and make
public other potentially sensitive
information unless the company
paid an undisclosed ransom.

The company then shut down
the more than 5,000-mile pipe-
line, cutting off almost half the
fuel supply of the East Coast. Fuel
prices are stable so far, but that
could change if Colonial does not
return the line to service soon,
analysts said.

The details of the attack, in-

cluding how hackers got into the
system, remain private. But the
extent of Colonial’s cybersecurity
measures is likely to come under
scrutiny in theweeks andmonths
ahead, as federal officials investi-
gate.

At aWhiteHouse briefingMon-
day, national security officials
outlined a series of moves by the
Biden administration to offer aid
to critical industries such as ener-
gy, health care and transporta-
tion.

“Thisweekend’s events put the
spotlight on the fact this nation’s
infrastructure is largely operated
by private companies, and when

they are attacked, we depend on
the effectiveness of their defens-
es,” said Liz Sherwood-Randall,
deputy national security adviser
to President Joe Biden.

Colonial said Saturday it had
retained a “leading, third-party
cybersecurity firm” andwas “tak-
ing steps to understand and re-
solve this issue,” but so far has of-
fered limited information on
what went wrong.

Hodgepodge system
For years, cybersecurity ex-

perts have warned that U.S. infra-
structure, with its hodgepodge of
private firms operating indepen-

dently, remains particularly vul-
nerable to cyberattacks by both
criminals andnations suchasChi-
na and Russia.

Some have advocated for a
more centralized system, with
government effectively providing
cybersecurity for industry.

On Monday, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission Chair-
man Richard Glick and Commis-
sioner Allison Clements, both
Democrats, called for minimum
standards for cybersecurity onoil
and gas pipelines, like those in
place for power companies.

“Simply encouraging pipelines
to voluntarily adopt best practic-
es is an inadequate response,”
they said.

Thomas Fanning, CEO of the
Atlanta-based power firm South-
ern Co., told the New York Times
in a recent interview that theUnit-
edStatesneededanational cyber-
defense system similar to systems
developedduring theColdWar to
protect against Soviet missile at-
tacks.

“A real-time view of that battle-
field that allows cybercommand
to see my critical systems at the
same moment and the same time
I see them,”he said. “Sharing isn’t
fast enough. It’s not comprehen-
sive, and you can’t rely on it on
matters of national security.”

But so far most companies
have shown little interest in let-

ting government officials into
their systems. Colonial, for in-
stance, declined offers for assis-
tance from federal officials after
the attack, said deputy national
security adviser Anne Neuberger.

“The government remainswill-
ing and able as a partner,” she
said.

‘Multipronged problem’
The threat, however, is unlike-

ly to diminish. As companies
ramp up cybersecurity mea-
sures, hacker groups and foreign
security services are launching
increasingly sophisticated at-
tacks

Even if the government sets
tougher cybersecurity standards,
new methods to circumvent
those defenses would inevitably
follow, said Chris Bronk, an infor-
mation technology professor at
the University of Houston. Gov-
ernment and industry must be-
come better at gathering and
sharing intelligence about cyber-
attackers and supporting each
other’s efforts, he said.

“This is a multipronged prob-
lem, and regulation is only one
part of it,” Bronk said. “This ran-
somware epidemic is getting a lot
worse. Business as usual seems a
really weak prospect.”

james.osborne@chron.com
Twitter.com/@osborneja
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Colonial shut down its 5,500-mile pipeline, cutting off almost
half the fuel supply of the East Coast.

guardian to the appointment.
CVS Health said it is prepared to
start administering vaccines to
adolescents as well.

Both are waiting on the official
go-ahead from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
before they make appointments
available.

“Once that happens, parents
will receive an invitation to
schedule a vaccination appoint-
ment for their child/children,”
said George Kovacik, a Memorial
Hermann spokesperson.

As more children qualify for
vaccines, teachers are also
breathing a sigh of relief. Liana
Silva, an English teacher at César
Chávez High School, said she’s
encouraged by the increase in eli-
gibility.

“It’s not just about bringing
germs to class, but catching them
at school and bringing them
home,” Silva said. “A lot of my
kids live in multigenerational

households.”
Many of her students avoided

returning to in-person learning
because theywere nervous about
the high rate of infections in the
school’s southeast Houston
neighborhood. Now, she thinks
they’re more likely to return to
school, and she’s looking forward
to putting both students’ and par-

ents’ minds at ease.
Grace, the mom of three, is al-

so eager to help her son feel safe
returning to in-person school.

Her family has mixed vaccina-
tion status right now: Both par-
ents are vaccinated, and her 13-
year-old is enrolled in a Moderna
trial. Her 11- and 15-year-old sons,
though, haven’t received their

shots. In late January, she joined
Vaccinate Houston: COVID-19, a
Facebook group in which locals
swap stories onwhere to find vac-
cines, to find shots for her par-
ents and eventually friends and
neighbors who needed doses. It
was the first place she saw Mon-
day’s Pfizer news. She is now
looking for appointments on sev-
eral vaccination clinics’ websites.

Although her eldest son turns
16 at the end of the month, qual-
ifying for the Pfizer vaccine, be-
ing able to sign up for a shot even
a fewweeks earlier than expected
is exciting.

“The sooner he’s vaccinated,
the sooner he’s protected,” Grace
said. “The sooner enough of us
are vaccinated, the better the
chances that life can return to
normal. So not only do I want to
protect him, but I also want to
protect others.”

More than 1.5 million adoles-
cents between 11 and 17 years old
have caught COVID-19 since the
pandemic began in March 2020.

Pfizer is now seeking full FDA
approval for its COVID-19 vaccine,

which would allow clinicians to
administer the two-dose series
even after the federal emergency
is over.

Emergency use authorization
can help vaccine sites use up
their existing supply, too. As vac-
cine demand ebbs across the
country, public health officials
and hospitals are resorting to
walk-in clinics and incentives to
convince people to get the vac-
cine.

Manufacturers developing
drugs and vaccines first test their
products on the general adult
population. Researchers start
separate trials on other parts of
the population, such as teens, be-
cause of the higher chance of dif-
ferent immune responses com-
pared to adults.

Moderna and Johnson & John-
son’s vaccines are not authorized
for emergency use in teens yet.
However, Moderna said its vac-
cine is 96 percent effective in
teens so far.

gwendolyn.wu@chron.com
twitter.com/gwendolynawu
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Researchers found that children ages 12 to 15 had similar side
effects as adults, including fatigue, headache, chills and fever.


