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AUSTIN

Interim UT chief
now sole finalist

The University of Texas
System Board of Regents
on Wednesday voted to
name interim University
of Texas President Jay
Hartzell as the sole final-
ist in the search for a
permanent leader of the
flagship institution.

Hartzell has served as
interim president since
June 1, following the
departure of Gregory L.
Fenves for Emory Univer-
sity in Atlanta. UT System
Board of Regents Chair-
man Kevin P. Eltife
praised Hartzell’s leader-
ship over the past several
months and his handling
of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“His work has been
outstanding in these
critical times that we’re
facing,” Eltife said Wed-
nesday on a call with the
board. “We have heard
positive comments from
members of the universi-
ty community, and the
public about his effective-
ness in his role.”

Regents on Wednesday
voted to create a search
committee to permanent-
ly fill Fenves’ empty seat
using an alternative pro-
cess that advances Hart-
zell’s name in the search.
Eltife will appoint a spe-
cial committee which will
evaluate Hartzell and
provide the board with
advice on his candidacy.

FORT BEND COUNTY

Free COVID kits
available Friday

Fort Bend County
residents will be able to
pick up free personal
protective kits to prevent
the spread of coronavirus
starting Friday.

The kits, which include
items such as hand san-
itizer, soap, face masks
and wipes, will be avail-
able at the Fort Bend
County Fairgrounds
starting at 8 a.m. Friday,
while supplies last.

The county has rough-
ly 10,335 confirmed posi-
tive cases of COVID-19; 115
people have died so far.

The equipment will
also be available at the
following dates and
times:
• Aug. 21, Pinnacle Senior
Center 5525 Hobby St,
Houston

• Aug. 28, Cinco Ranch
Library, 2620 Commer-
cial Center Blvd, Katy

• Sept. 4, Four Corners
Center, 15700 Old Rich-
mond Road, Sugar Land

AUSTIN

InfoWars host
protests at park

Maskless and with a
bullhorn in hand, Aus-
tin-based conspiracy
theorist Alex Jones
stood outside a Barton
Creek greenbelt en-
trance and yelled at trail
goers and park employ-
ees over the city’s reser-
vation system, which he
called an “illegal power
grab of the people’s
greenbelt.”

In a widely circulated
video of Jones posted
Monday, the host of the
website InfoWars, said
his wife was denied
access to the greenbelt
because she did not
have a reservation, a
new requirement by the
city of Austin to limit
large gatherings at cer-
tain trails and parks
during the coronavirus
pandemic.

Jones spoke at April’s
“You Can’t Close Amer-
ica Rally” on the south
steps of the Capitol,
where he called the
virus “a hoax.”

The video of his
greenbelt antics show
Jones yelling at park
employees, who are
seated outside the en-
trance to check people
in.

MONTGOMERY ISD

New school year
with a new chief

The Montgomery
Independent School
District is ready to begin
a new school year dur-
ing the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic with a
new superintendent.

Heath Morrison chose
to leave the private
sector and return to
public education before
a new world dawned in
the United States. But
there’s nothing about
COVID-19’s challenges
that has him rethinking
his decision now.

“I believe that leader-
ship is service,” Morri-
son said. “As leaders you
don’t get to choose the
challenges you face, you
just get to choose how
you face them.”

Morrison and the
board’s short- and long-
term priorities focus on
reopening, safety of
students and staff, bal-
ancing the budget, bet-
ter teacher compensa-
tion, and becoming the
premier school district
in Texas.

Staff and wire reports
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REAL
ESTATE
Midway CEO Jonathan
Brinsden discusses
post-pandemic oppor-
tunities and diversity
in real estate.
houstonchroni-
cle.com/midway
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EVICTION
EXPLAINER
The latest eviction
policies during the
coronavirus are ex-
plained in a Q&A.
houstonchroni-
cle.com/explainer-
evictions

SPORTS

TEXANS
PODCAST
John McClain and
Aaron Wilson discuss
five players they believe
are embarking on a
make-or-break season
in 2020.
txsportsnation.com
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LOTTERY RESULTS

A second individual has tested
positive for COVID-19 at Humble
ISD’s Woodcreek Middle School,
according to an email sent out by
the school district on Monday.
The individual was last at Wood-
creek Middle School on Friday,
according to the email.

Contact tracingwas completed
once the school was informed
and staff was told about the case.
Between the two cases, three in-
dividuals were identified as hav-
ing close contact and will remain
off campus until they meet Texas
Education Association guide-
lines.

Humble ISD staffers will not
have to use personal days to fulfill
the quarantine, Chief Communi-
cations Officer Jamie Mount said.
Teachers will be allowed to work
from home if they are designated
as a close contact of a personwho
tested positive.

This case was preceded by
another positive case of an indi-
vidual who was last on theWood-
creek Middle School campus on
Aug. 5 — although the cases are
believed to be unrelated because
the twodidnot interact or sit near

each other while on campus.
As there are no students on

campus for face-to-face instruc-
tion until Aug. 24, parents were
not notified. The district’s proce-
dures do require staff to report
positive test results or symptoms
of the coronavirus,which include
fever, chills, cough, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, fa-
tigue, muscle or body aches,
headaches, a new loss of taste or
smell, sore throat, congestion or
runny nose, nausea, vomiting
and diarrhea.

Areas thatwereheavilyusedby
individualswith apositive test are
temporarily closed off for deep
cleaning and sanitizing. Individu-
als who test positive will remain
off campus until at least 10 days
have passed since their symp-
toms appeared, Mount said, and
they have had at least 24 hours
since recovery and symptoms
have significantly improved.

Free testing is provided to em-
ployees who have symptoms or
were in close contact with some-

one who tested positive.
“The district notifies those on

campus and the health depart-
ment of positive cases when they
occur,” Mount said in a state-
ment.

The two cases occurred before
the first week of virtual learning,
duringwhich time staff havebeen
on campus to prepare for the
coming school year. Woodcreek
Middle School remains open. The
Harris County Health Depart-
ment would determine if a cam-
pus needed to be closed based on
coronavirus cases, Mount said.

“Teachers throughout the dis-
trict are teaching virtual classes
from home or from their class-
rooms,”Mount said in an emailed
statement. “Humble ISD sup-
ports teachers in choosing what
setting works best for them for
online classes. Those teaching in
the building are in their own
classrooms. At Woodcreek Mid-
dle School, about half of the
teachers are on campus and
about half are teaching from
home this week.”

savannah.mehrtens@chron.com
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Two test positive
at Humble ISD campus
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Humble ISD Superintendent Elizabeth Fagen speaks Aug. 3 during a board meeting to discuss the
reopening of schools. Online classes have begun but not in-person instruction in the district.

After the second case, contact tracing identifies three people
now under quarantine fromWoodcreekMiddle School

By Savannah Mehrtens
STAFF WRITER

“At Woodcreek Middle School, about half of the teachers are on campus and
about half are teaching from home this week.”

Humble ISD spokesperson Jamie Mount
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Earnings for Sysco Corp.
were incorrectly rendered
in a story on page B2 on
Wednesday. The company
reported a $618 million
loss in the most recent
quarter, compared to $536
million profit during the
same period in 2019. Year-
over-year sales plunged 43
percent to $9 billion in the
quarter ended June 27.
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