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More than105,000HarrisCoun-
ty voters cast ballots Thursday, the
third straight day of record-break-
ing early voting turnout.

The clerk’s office announced
that 105,175 people went to the
polls Thursday, marking the third
day in a row turnout hit the six-fig-
ure mark. The county had
achieved 100,000 early votes in a
single day only once before 2020,

on the final day of early voting in
2016.

“Each of our daily Early Voting
turnout figures would on their
own be an all-time record,” Clerk
Christopher Hollins said on Twit-
ter. “For it to happen 3 days in a
row is astounding. Let’s keep it go-
ing.”

The tallywas128,186onTuesday
and 114,996 Wednesday. The
clerk’s office said it also has re-
ceived more than 50,000 mail-in
ballots, bringing the total number
cast so far to 398,966, with more

than two weeks of early voting re-
maining.

In 2016, the county tallied about
884,000 early votes and 101,000
mail ballots.

County officials are expecting a
record turnout for the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, buoyed by an additional
234,000 registered voters since
2016, expanded early voting hours
and a tripling of early voting loca-
tions. Gov. Greg Abbott approved
an additional week of early voting
togiveTexansplentyofopportuni-
ty to cast ballots safely during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Thenumbershavebeensimilar-
ly impressive statewide. About 1.9
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Harris County again sets turnout record
Each day alone would be an all-time mark,
but three in a row is ‘astounding,’ clerk says

By Dylan McGuinness
and Cayla Harris
STAFF WRITERS

Turnout continues on A8
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Deirdre Barrett waits in a line that wraps around the baseball
field outside the Metropolitan Multi-Services Center on Tuesday.

The art of development
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Artist David Maldonado spray paints a mural on shipping containers Thursday at the site of Midway’s 150-acre East River
development. Plans for the development include office space, single- and multi-family homes, and hotels.

The state of Texas launched its
eviction diversion program on
Thursday in 19 pilot counties, in-
cludingHarris, after an announce-
ment Sept. 25 by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott.

Abbott pledged $167 million in
CARES Act funding toward rental
assistance and another $4.2 mil-
lion in legal aid help to be distrib-
uted through the Texas Supreme
Court. In an accompanying
emergency order, the Texas Su-
preme Court required all eviction
citations to include information
about the program.

A breakdown of how the pro-
gram works:

Who is eligible?
Tenants behind on their rent

because of the pandemic andwho
have been servedwith an eviction
can participate in the program,
with the consent of their landlord.
Tenants must be at or below the
200 percent poverty level, which
is $52,400 for a family of four (a
list of income by household size is
available at https://www.tdhca.
state.tx.us/TEDP.htm).

I’ma tenant andmy landlord
doesn’t want to be part of the
program. Can I still be part of
the program?

No.

Whatcountiesarecovered in
the pilot program?

Bee, Bexar, Brazos, Chambers,
Deaf Smith, El Paso, Erath, Fan-
nin, Grayson, Harris, Jim Wells,
Kleberg, Montgomery, Palo Pinto,
Parker, Potter, Randall, San Patri-
cio andWise counties are covered
by the pilot.

Whom can I call about the
program?

Details
of Texas’
eviction
diversion
program
By Sarah Smith
STAFF WRITER

Eviction continues on A8

Bridge crews will pull dou-
ble duty along Interstate 10 in
downtown Houston this week-
end in hopes of combining
closings so drivers are de-
toured fewer times.

Eastbound and westbound
I-10 will be closed at 8 p.m. Fri-
day, according to the Texas De-
partment of Transportation.
About 4.5 miles of the east-
bound lanes will be closed,
from Shepherd to Interstate

69, while westbound lanes will
be closed from I-69 to Inter-
state 45, about 1.5 miles. De-
tours will send drivers through
downtown to I-45 and then
back to I-10 westbound, while
eastbound I-10 traffic is recom-
mended to use Loop 610 to
avoid the area entirely.

The westbound lanes are
scheduled to reopen by 5 p.m.
Saturday, but the eastbound
lanes are not expected to re-
open until 5 a.m. Monday.

The closings, which cover a

I-10 closed
Eastbound and westbound
lanes will close at 8 p.m.
Friday for work on the
Elysian Viaduct and Houston
Avenue bridges.

Elysian
Viaduct

H
ou

st
on

Av
e

N
.S

he
ph

er
d

Dr
.

El
ys

ia
n

El

Houston
Ave. bridge

45

45

10

10

69

69

Staff graphicSource: TxDOT; ESRI

KEY
Eastbound
Westbound
Bridge

½ mi.

Constructionwill shutter Interstate 10
over theweekend for combined projects
By Dug Begley
STAFF WRITER

I-10 continues on A8

NASA, like the rest of the fed-
eral government, entered fiscal
year 2021without anewbudget.

And this leaves a giant ques-
tion: How much money will it
receive to fund the lunar land-
ing system critical for lowering
astronauts to the moon?

President Donald Trump in
February proposed $3.4 billion
for NASA toworkwith commer-
cial companies todevelop these
human landing systems. But
theHouse proposed $628.2mil-
lion in July, and the Senate has
yet to weigh in.

NASA Administrator Jim Bri-
denstine said the agency has
enough money to work on
these landers through Febru-
ary.

“If we get to February 2021
without an appropriation,

that’s going to really put the
brakes on our ability to achieve
a moon landing by as early as
2024,” Bridenstine said during
a recent Senate hearing. “It’s
important to get these appro-
priations. I will also tell you, sir,
the sooner we get the appropri-
ations, the higher the probabil-
ity of success.”

Every year, NASA must ask
the White House and Congress
for resources to tackle its com-
plex goals. It’s part of the politi-
cal tightrope the agency walks
from one year to the next, from
one president to the next.

People crave stability, and
politics is anything but stable.

That’s why some legislators
and industry analysts think
NASA, particularly its human
spaceflight programs, could
benefit from multiyear appro-
priations. Funding the agency

NASA funding fears
stir multiyear debate
By Andrea Leinfelder
STAFF WRITER

NASA continues on A8

The Turner administration is
proposing a nominal property
tax rate cut — its fifth in six years
— to stay under the voter-ap-
proved revenue cap.

The proposed rate is 56.18
cents per $100 of assessed value.
That is down slightly from the ex-
isting rate of 56.79 cents per $100
of assessed value. The difference
represents about $10 in property
tax on a $200,000 home with a
standard homestead exemption.

While the rate is lower, proper-
ty owners still could see higher
tax bills because of rising ap-
praisals. The city says the lower
rate will bring in an additional $11
million in property tax revenue
from the previous year.

A public hearing and City
Council vote on the rate has been

Turner proposes lower tax rate
to help stay under revenue cap
By Dylan McGuinness
STAFF WRITER
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City Council will consider a property tax rate cut to keep under
a voter-approved revenue cap.Rate continues on A8


