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Jamie Youngblood jumped in-
to action last spring when
schools began to shutdown due
to the coronavirus and educa-
tors were forced to teach virtual-
ly for the remainder of the year.

She helped teachers with re-
mote learning options and
trained teachers on how to keep
track of grades in the remote en-
vironment, all while continuing
to teach her own math students.

Because of her leadership,
Youngblood, who has since been
promoted to Silsbee Indepen-
dent School District Instruction
Technology Coordinator, re-

cently was announced as Teach-
er of the Year by the Silsbee

Chamber of Commerce.
“I am both humbled and hon-

ored to have been named Teach-
er of the Year,” Youngblood said
in a statement. “Great teachers
are the product of unique stu-
dents, supportive coworkers,
and reassuring mentors, and I
was blessed with all of these.”

The award, normally present-
ed during the Silsbee ISD break-
fast convocation in August, was
postponed until October 5 due
to COVID-19 regulations.

Youngblood was nominated
by Silsbee High School Principal
J. Scott Schwartz.

“Jamie has meant so much to
us as a SilsbeeHigh School teach-
er,” Schwartz said in a state-

ment. “She has put kids needs
first and embodieswhat itmeans
to promote Tiger Nation. She has
truly distinguished herself as
student-centered, and a prob-
lem-solving educator, who puts
her colleagues and her school
first.”

The Silsbee educator has
taught in a number of roles, in-
cluding as a math teacher at Sils-
bee High School for five years in
subjects such as AP Statistics,
Pre-AP/Dual Credit Geometry,
Pre-AP Algebra 2, and other
courses.

Prior to that she taught at
Kountze ISD for two years.

She became the math depart-
ment chair for Silsbee High

School, during which time she
studied for the master’s degree
she recently received from
Lamar University.

Beyond schooling, Young-
blood served in various extra-
curricular positions, including
as a swimcoach for one year, and
a high school student council
sponsor for three years.

“I would like to thank our Sils-
bee Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors for choosing
me, and I would also like to
thank Scott Schwartz for his kind
words he wrote in the nomina-
tion letter,” Youngblood said.

isaac.windes@hearstnp.com
twitter.com/isaacdwindes

Chamber: Youngblood is Teacher of the Year
By Isaac Windes
STAFF WRITER
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The Silsbee Chamber of
Commerce named Jamie
Youngblood the Teacher of
the Year.

Most remaining Entergy
Texas outages due to Hurri-
cane Delta’s sideswipe of
Southeast Texas were in Port
Arthur and Mid-County on
Tuesday.

The utility said about
10,000 homes and businesses
were still without power,
mostly in Port Arthur, Port Ne-
ches, Groves and Nederland.
There were about 1,800 outag-
es in Beaumont and some oth-
ers in mostly rural areas of
Orange County.

The Friday storm knocked
out power for about 108,000
customers, but Entergy said it
expected to complete restora-
tions in Orange County on
Wednesday and Jefferson

Entergy expects
full service
by Thursday
Around 2,000
homes, businesses
are still without
power after Delta

By Jacob Dick
STAFF WRITER

POWER continues on A4

Since Operation BBQ Relief
CEO and co-founder StanHays
began serving meals to com-
munities devastated by natu-
ral disasters nine years ago, his
‘why’ always keeps him going
even through the longhours of
his 76th mission.

“The thank you get from

people for a meal is the most
humbling experiences,” Hays
said Tuesday.

“I talk about it all the time.
It’s never been about the bar-
becue but what it symbolizes.
It shows people that they
haven’t been forgotten.”

The disaster relief program
currently is in Lake Charles for
the second time in onemonth,

Photo provided by Operation BBQ Relief

Operation BBQ Relief volunteers load up the smoker to
feed those affected in Lake Charles by hurricanes.

Non-profit seeks
volunteers to help
Delta victims in
Lake Charles
By Jorge Ramos
STAFF WRITER

HELP continues on A4

Education
• Emily Jones, of Beaumont,

was one of two East Texas Bap-
tist University students recog-
nized with the 2020 Riley Ser-
vant Leadership Award during
chapel on October 5 for “consis-
tently displaying Christian ser-
vant leadership on campus and
in the community.” Jones, a

senior at the school, was recog-
nized as the female Servant
Leader Award recipient. A state-
ment from the university said
the mass communication major
has “served in various positions
since coming to ETBU, including
Leadership Fellows, president of
Student Foundation, resident
assistant, Tiger Camp leader,
and Titus ministries leader.
Additionally, Jones actively vol-
unteers in the community

Applause

The Chevron Phillips Auction for Buckner raised $58,322 to help vulnerable children and
families in Southeast Texas.

Students with the Life Skills Class at West Orange-Stark Middle School.

Two East Texas Baptist University seniors, Emily Jones, from
Beaumont; and Mylan Shed, from Teague; were recognized with
a Riley Servant Leadership Award for consistently displaying
Christian servant leadership on campus and in the community.

APPLAUSE continues on A4

LC-M crowns queen, king

Photos by Fran Ruchalski / The Enterprise

LC-M’s homecoming queen Emily Day and homecoming king Traevin Nelms with the
marching band.

LC-M held their crowning before the game. The Battlin' Bears of Little
Cypress-Mauriceville took on the Falcons of Huffman Hargrave at LC-M on Thursday.

Day and Nelms are both members of the marching band.
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1946 ~ 2020
Arthur “Art” Edward Hanson

Arthur Edward Hanson
began life on October 23,
1946 as the third of four
children born to Adeline
“Tootsie” and Charles V.
“Swede” Hanson. All four
siblings attended Trinity
Lutheran Elementary School
and Thomas Jefferson High
School with Art graduating in
l963. He then went to Lamar
University and later served
in the Army National Reserve
Corps for several years.
Art was an avid music

lover and found his calling
as a disk jockey. He built
a huge fan base, becoming
known as Get Down Brown,
while traveling across the
area from Crystal Beach
to the Nederland Heritage
Festival playing his music.
He then moved into the
nightclub business working
at Club Lafitte and The Red
Carpet Inn. Still wanting to
expand, he opened his own
free-standing nightclub on
College Street in Beaumont,
Texas and named it Get
Down Brown’s. There he
hosted countless musicians
such as Tracy Byrd, Mark
Chestnut and Clay Walker,
just to name a few.
He had a great love for

cooking and decided to add
a catering business to his
endeavors. His go to choice
was BBQ and he went on
to compete and win many
BBQ cook-offs including the
World Championship Cook-
Off at the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo. Art was a
member of the Red Nights
Chapter 1 Motor Cycle Club.
Art moved on from the

College Street location
to Get Down Brown’s at
the Holiday Inn on llth
Street. Numerous clubs
and restaurants followed
from Royal Street Grill, The

Sidebar at the Stedman and
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill to
Hog Wild at Crockett Street.
He was also the property
manager of the Crockett
Street Entertainment District
when he retired in early
2020.
With a career spanning

over 50 years, Art made
his living entertaining the
masses. Rest in Peace Get
Down Brown.
He is survived by his wife,

Melinda Dumphy, his son
Ryan Hanson and wife Alysa,
his daughter Tracie Hanson,
his sister Barbara Smithy and
his brother David Hanson, as
well as three grandchildren
and two great grandchildren.
Art was preceded in death
by his brother Charles V.
“Junior” Hanson, III.
A visitation will be held

Thursday, October 15, 2020,
from 5pm to 8pm. The
funeral service will take
place Friday, October 16,
2020 at 11am with both
services taking place at
Clayton Thompson Funeral
Home, Groves, Texas. Burial
will follow at Greenlawn
Memorial Park.

1930 ~ 2020
John “Nolan” Landry Sr.

John “Nolan” Landry, Sr.
of Nederland passed away
on October 8,2020. Born
on August 10, 1930 in Port
Arthur, Texas to Nellie and
Dewey Landry. He graduated
from Thomas Jefferson
High School in 1949, earning
“Letters” in football,
basketball, baseball, track
and acquiring the nickname
“CRAZYLEGS”. He attended
Mississippi Southern
University and Stephen F
Austin University on football
scholarships. Nolan served
in the United States Airforce
during the Korean Conflict.
He graduated from Lamar
University in 1957, BBA in
Business. He retired from
Chevron Oil in 1986, as
Senior Computer Analyst.
He was preceded in death

by his parents; his loving
wife, Joyce; sisters Peggy
Chesson and husband James
and Mary Lois Landry; and
brother Raymond Landry and
wife Joan.
Nolan is survived by

daughters Debbie Elliott and
husband Keith of Fannett,
Sandra Morgan and Bob of
Nederland, Becky Carrabine
and husband Keith of Austin,
Wendy Spacek and husband
Randy of Fannett and son
John N. Landry, Jr. and
wife Lisa of Katy. There are
several grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces and

nephews. He so enjoyed
family gatherings with guitar
playing and sing-a-longs.
He was a member of St.

Charles Borromeo Catholic
Church of Nederland.
A Mass of Christian Burial

will take place at St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church
in Nederland on Saturday,
October 17, 2020 at 10:00
a.m.
Due to Coronavirus-19 we

request that friends and
relatives practice social
distancing while attending
Nolan’s service. All guests
are required to wear a face
mask before entering St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic
Church.
In lieu of flowers make

donations to St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church
Nederland Music Ministry.
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DECEASED
Willie Anderson

Jr., 77, of Beaumont,
died Oct. 12, 2020,
Proctor’s Mortuary.

Philip Vennon Dai-
ley, 89, of Broaddus,
died Oct. 12, 2020,
Wyman Roberts Fu-
neral Home, San Au-
gustine.

Arthur “Art” Ed-
ward Hanson, 73, of
Beaumont, died Oct.
11, 2020, Clayton
Thompson Funeral
Home, Groves.

Robert Erving
Hanson, 89, of
Bridge City, died Oct.
9, 2020, Clayton
Thompson Funeral
Home, Groves.

Shawn Francis
Hebert, 40, of Port
Neches, died Oct. 8,
2020, Levingston
Funeral Home, Port
Neches.

Elda Oyervides
Orta, 80, of Groves,
died Oct. 10, 2020,
Clayton Thompson
Funeral Home,
Groves.

John “Stinky”
Pipps Jr., 65, of
Beaumont, died Oct.
13, 2020, Adams EE
Stringer Funeral
Home, Kirbyville.

Carlos Armando

Romero, 66, of Port
Arthur, died Oct. 7,
2020, Clayton
Thompson Funeral
Home, Groves.

Ashley Simon, 40,
of Beaumont, died
Oct. 7, 2020, Proc-
tor’s Mortuary.

Debra Lynn Vio-
lette, 65, of Port
Acres, died Oct. 9,
2020, Melancon’s
Funeral Home, Ne-
derland.

Virginia Louise
Watson, 83, of Bridge
City, died Oct. 10,
2020, Claybar Funer-
al Home, Orange.

SERVICES TODAY
Wilma McElroy

Cleckley, Wyman
Roberts Funeral
Home, San Augus-
tine, 11 a.m.

Robert Cripps,
First Baptist Church,
Buna, 10 a.m.

Robert Erving
Hanson, Clayton
Thompson Funeral
Home, Groves, 10 a.m.

Helen Kay Moore,
Levingston Funeral
Home, Groves, 2 p.m.

Donald Lee “Don-
ny” Romero, Lev-
ingston Funeral
Home, Groves, 10 a.m.

County on Wednesday and
Thursday.

“As crews work, many of
the repairs, particularly in

the Port Arthur network re-
quire work at the back of
customers’ properties or
back alleys,” the company
said in a statement.

“Crews have to climb
poles rather than use buck-
et trucks or bring in special-

ized equipment like rear-al-
leymachines to repair dam-
age in customers’ back-
yards, which can take
longer to complete our
work.”

Crews cited 129 downed
poles, 29,800 feet of

downed wire, 18 damaged
transformers and 133
downed trees on lines in
the Mid-County area.

jacob.dick@
beaumontenterprise.com
twitter.com/jd_journalism
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providing food for those in
areas hit by Hurricane Del-
ta.

Twelve Operation BBQ
Relief volunteers, including
two from Orange County,
served more than 12,000
meals between Monday
night and Tuesday after-
noon. But the main con-

cern for Hays in the imme-
diate is the lack of volun-
teers.

And they’re calling on
Southeast Texans for help.

During Operation BBQ
Relief’s previous trip to
Louisiana about 6 weeks
ago after Hurricane Laura,
the non-profit served
380,000 meals over the
course of 21 days.

Operation Delta began
serving meals on Monday

nightoutof aWalmartpark-
ing located at 3415 Gerstner
Memorial Blvd. in Lake
Charles.

While it’s still early in the
operation, Hays said he
needs about 20-25 volun-
teers each morning and af-
ternoon shift to effectively
distribute meals.

“With the number of vol-
unteers we have right now,
we are capped at serving
15,000 meals a day,” Hayes

said. “We have the cooking
capacity to do 30,000
meals but we’re going to
bring in a lot more people
on board.”

Volunteers can sign up
with the Operation BBQ Re-
lief volunteers app or on
their website at www.oper-
ationbbqrelief.org

jorge.ramos@beaumont
enterprise.com
twitter.com/byjorgeramos

HELP
From page A3

through service at Mar-
shall ISD, teaching Sunday
school at Mobberly Baptist
Church, and leading a Life
Group at New Beginnings
Baptist Church.”

• Students in the Life
Skills class at West Orange-
Stark Middle School re-
cently joined with Shangri
La Botanical Gardens and

Nature Center in Orange to
collect about 550 pounds
of dog and cat food, toys,
bowls, treats, blankets and
other items for animal
rescue organizations af-
fected by Hurricane Laura.

Civic, community
• Buckner Children and

Family Services in South-
east Texas recently was
presented with a $58,322
check with funds raised

through the Chevron Phil-
lips Auction for Buckner.
The five-day event was a
substitute for the annual
Chevron Phillips Charity
Golf Tournament. The
online auction lasted five
days and included more
than 100 items, such as a
beach house getaway and
autographed sports col-
lectibles.

• On Sept. 23, Spindle-
top Center and the Greater
Port Arthur Chamber of

Commerce broke ground
on the new Griffing Park
Community Garden. The
garden “The garden will
include a variety of fea-
tures, such as raised beds
for those who have diffi-
culty with mobility, in-
ground plots suitable for
growing many fruits and
vegetables, a shade struc-
ture, perennial herbs and
flowers, fruit trees, large
shade trees, a greenhouse,
and picnic benches.”

APPLAUSE
From page A3

GRAND RAPIDS, Michi-
gan —Members of anti-gov-
ernment paramilitary
groups implicated in an al-
leged plot to kidnap Michi-
gan’s governor ahead of
the November election be-
cause of her measures to
slow the coronavirus also
discussed abducting Vir-
ginia’s governor, an FBI
agent testified Tuesday.

The disclosure came
during a federal court
hearing in Grand Rapids,
where agent Richard Trask
revealed new details about
investigators’ use of confi-
dential informants, under-
cover agents and encrypt-
ed communication to
thwart the purported
scheme to abduct Demo-
cratic Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer.

A judge ordered three of
sixmencharged in the case
heldwithout bonduntil tri-
al, delaying rulings on two
defendants. Another was
ordered returned to Michi-
gan from Delaware.

“They discussed possi-
ble targets, taking a sitting
governor, specifically is-
sues with the governor of
Michigan and Virginia
based on the lockdown or-
ders” they had issued to
deal with the pandemic,
Trask said, referring to a
June 6 meeting in Dublin,
Ohio, attended by roughly
15 members of anti-govern-
ment groups from “four or
five states.“ A criminal
complaint said at least two
of the defendants were
among them.

It wasn’t immediately
clear if talk of targeting Vir-
ginia’s Democratic gover-
nor, Ralph Northam, con-
tinued beyond the meet-
ing. Nothing from the com-
plaint or Trask’s testimony
indicated that anyone had
been charged with plotting
against Northam.

But the mention of an-
other governor who, like
Whitmer, has drawn at-
tacks from President Don-
ald Trump — and the al-
leged intent to carry out
the kidnapping shortly be-
fore the bitterly divisive
U.S. election — escalated
political tension surround-

ing the case. Trump urged
supporters to “LIBERATE”
Michigan, Virginia and
Minnesota in a series of
tweets in April, encourag-
ing protesters who turned
up at state Capitols to op-
pose restrictions aimed at
minimizing the spread of
the virus.

Trump falsely claimed
in a recent interview on
Fox News that Northam, a
supporter of abortion
rights, had “executed a ba-
by.”

The president “regular-
ly encourages violence
against those who disagree
with him,“ Northam’s
spokeswoman, Alena Yar-
mosky, said in a statement
Tuesday. “The rhetoric
coming out of this White
House has serious and po-
tentially deadly conse-
quences. It must stop.“

Whitmer and others
have similarly accused
Trump of emboldening ex-
tremists.

Following the arrests
last week, theWhite House
said the president has con-
demned hate, and Trump
tweeted: “I do not tolerate
ANY extreme violence.”

Northam said during a
news conference he and
his family felt safe with se-
curity Virginia’s state po-
lice provide, and that he
had been threatened be-
fore. His protection was
tightened this year after he
signed gun control legisla-
tion.

“I’m continuing my
work for the common-
wealth as Iwould anyother
day,” he said.

Yarmosky said the FBI
had alerted key members
ofNortham’s security team
during the investigation.
But in keeping with securi-
ty protocols for highly clas-
sified information, neither
the governor normembers
of his staff were informed.

During the hearing in
Grand Rapids, Magistrate
Judge Sally Berens ordered
Kaleb Franks, Daniel Har-
ris and Brandon Caserta
held without bond. She
said shewould rule later on
Adam Fox and Ty Garbin.
All five are from Michigan.

The sixth defendant,
Delaware resident Barry
Croft, was ordered trans-
ferred toMichigan during a
separate proceeding.

Agent: Virginia, Michigan governors
discussed in group’s kidnapping plot
By David Eggert,
Kathleen Foody
and John Flesher
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — A federal ap-
peals court has reinstated a
limit on thenumberofmail-
in ballot drop-off locations
in Texas, although Gov.
Greg Abbott and a federal
judge came under criticism
for trying to sidestep the
Legislature to alter state
election law.

The 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals lateMonday issued
a stay of a federal judge’s
ruling onFriday that theRe-
publican governor’s order
is a likely violation of a vot-
er’s right to vote. Early vot-
ing started Tuesday in Tex-
as.

“Leaving the Governor’s
October 1 Proclamation in
place still givesTexasabsen-
tee voters many ways to
cast their ballots in the No-
vember 3 election,“ Judge
Stuart Kyle Duncan wrote
in the opinion. “These
methods for remote voting
outstrip what Texas law
previously permitted in a
pre-COVID world. The Oc-
tober 1 Proclamation
abridges no one’s right to
vote.”

Abbott’s order limits
mail-in ballot drop-off loca-
tions to one per county,
shuttering dozens of sites in
some of Texas’ largest cit-

ies, mostly Democratic
strongholds. The appeals
court, however, noted that
the order also provides Tex-
as voters with 40 additional
days to vote absentee and
that theyhavemanyways to
deliver their absentee bal-
lots beforeNov. 3, including
by hand and by mail.

“These methods for re-
mote voting outstrip what
Texas law previously per-
mitted in a pre-COVID

world. The October 1 Proc-
lamation abridges no one’s
right to vote,” Duncan
wrote.

Abbott said the limit on
drop-off sites is needed to
ensure election security,
while Democrats and vot-
ing rights groups, including
the League of United Latin
American Citizens, called it
an effort to suppress voters.

The lawsuit challenging
Abbott’s order was filed by

the Texas League of United
Latin American Citizens;
theNational League ofUnit-
ed Latin American Citizens;
the League of Women Vot-
ers of Texas; and two vot-
ers.

In a concurring opinion,
Judge James Ho wrote that
he grudgingly agrees with
Duncan, but that the feder-
al judge and Abbott were
both wrong in trying to
change state election laws.

Court reinstates Texas limit
onmail ballot drop-off sites
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sergio Flores / Getty Images

Workers drop voters ballots into a secure box at a ballot drop-off location in
Austin. The first day of voting saw voters waiting hours in line to cast their
votes. A federal appeals court has reinstated a limit on the number of mail-in
ballot drop-off locations in the state.
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